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This parish has a commitment to ensuring the safety of children and vulnerable people in our community. 
For more information visit pol.org.au/eltham or pol.org.au/montmorency. 

We support the recommendations of the Royal Commission into institutional abuse and pray for all the survivors. 

Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time ~ Year C 2 October 2022 

We acknowledge the Wurundjeri people who are the traditional custodians of  this land 
and pay respect to the elders past, present and emerging of  the Kulin Nation. 

 

Monty & Eltham 
The Catholic Parishes of 

St Francis Xavier & Our Lady Help of Christians 

Day Light Savings Starts this Sunday… 
don’t forget to put your clocks forward 1 hour! 

Gospel: Luke 17:5-10 

The apostles said to the Lord, ‘Increase our faith.’  The Lord replied, ‘Were your faith the size of a 
mustard seed you could say to this mulberry tree, “Be uprooted and planted in the sea”, and it would 
obey you. 

‘Which of you, with a servant ploughing or minding sheep, would say to him when he returned from 
the fields, “Come and have your meal immediately”?  Would he not be more likely to say, “Get my 
supper laid;  make yourself today and wait on me while I eat and drink.  You can eat and drink 
yourself afterwards”?  Must he be grateful to the servant for doing what he was told?  So with you:  
when you have done all you have been told to do, say, “We are merely servants:  we have done no 
more than our duty.” 

Reflection: 

Colourful stories and wild exaggerations were part of Jesus’ standard teaching repertoire.  Today 
Luke seems to have moderated one such figure of speech.  In both Matthew and Mark Jesus says 
that with faith his followers could throw a mountain into the sea.  Luke reduces this to a mulberry 
tree.  However, this is still a mighty feat, an imaginary instance of what could be done by those who 
believed that “nothing is impossible to God” (1:37). 

For all the prominence Luke gives to mercy and compassion in his gospel, there are times when he 
takes a hard line.  As we’ve been reminded in recent weeks, he is acutely aware of the lure of 
possessions and constantly warns about the dangers of wealth.  Well-to-do Christian leaders may be 
the target of the unique story he now tells.  Servants who have done their job would be foolish to 
expect their master to turn around and serve them.  They would have forgotten their place.  
Community leaders too must never forget that their role is to serve, not to be served. 

The two parts of this gospel text stand in complete contrast to one another.  Part one opens up a 
panorama of the infinitely possible, part two shuts the door on illusions of self-importance.  In the 
proclamation, a suitable pause would allow the assembly to distinguish them as two disparate units.
 Break Open the Word 2022 
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OUR PEOPLE & 

OUR CONTACT DETAILS 

Parish Priest 

Michael Sierakowski - Moderator 
 michael.sierakowski@cam.org.au 

Parish Office 
 86 Mayona Road 

 9435 4742 

 Tue - Fri  9am-3pm 

 montmorency@cam.org.au 

Kate Kogler: Parish Secretary 
 eltham@cam.org.au 

Peter Williams: Child Safety Officer 
 SFX&OLHC.ChildSafety@cam.org.au 

Website: www.pol.org.au/montmorency 
 www.pol.org.au/eltham 
 (pol stands for Parish OnLine) 

Facebook: 
St Francis Xavier Parish Montmorency 

Monty & Eltham Newsletter & Facebook items: 
 eltham@cam.org.au 

 

Schools 

St Francis Xavier Primary School 
Principal:  Philip Cachia:  9435 8474 
principal@sfxmontmorency.catholic.edu.au 
www.sfxmontmorency.catholic.edu.au 

 

Holy Trinity Primary School 
Principal:  Vince Bumpstead:  9431 0888 
principal@htelthamnth.catholic.edu.au 
www.htelthamnth.catholic.edu.au 

 

Our Lady Help of Christians Primary School 
Principal:  Patrick Green:  9439 7824 
school@olhceltham.catholic.edu.au 
www.olhceltham.catholic.edu.au 

Collections: 18 September 2022 

 OLHC SFX 

Thanksgiving $241.00 $1,134.00 

Presbytery $801.85 $731.60 

RECONCILIATION 
available upon request 

please call the Parish Office 9435 4742 

PARISH  TEAM & INFORMATION Monty & Eltham Calendar of Events 
Saturday 1 October - St Vincent de Paul 

12:00pm Baptisms: Ari, Alivia, Audrey, Bailey, Billie 
  Montmorency 

6:00pm Mass & First Eucharist Montmorency 

Sunday 2 - St Vincent de Paul 

8:30am Mass Montmorency 

10:00am Mass & First Eucharist Eltham 

12:00pm Baptisms: Henry, Zara, Leo Eltham 

Tuesday 4 

9:30am Mass (SFX Yr 4 Class) Montmorency 

10:00am Craft Group Montmorency 

10:10am Rosary Montmorency 

11:00am Prayer Shawl Ministry Eltham 

Wednesday 5 

6:30am Meditation Montmorency 

9:30am Liturgy of the Word with Communion Eltham 

10:30am ASRC Food Collection Montmorency 

1:00pm Small Church Community Montmorency 

7:30pm Rosary Eltham 

7:30pm Small Church Community Montmorency 

Thursday 6 

9:30am Liturgy of the Word with Communion Montmorency 

2:00pm Mass St Vincent’s Care, Eltham 

Friday 7 

9:30am Mass Eltham 

Saturday 8 - Life, Marriage & Family Sunday 

12:00pm Baptisms: Angus, Coco, Cleo Montmorency 

6:00pm Mass & First Eucharist Montmorency 

Sunday 9 - Life, Marriage & Family Sunday 

8:30am Mass & First Eucharist Montmorency 

10:00am Mass & First Eucharist Eltham 

Tuesday 11 

9:30am Mass (SFX Yr 3 Class) Montmorency 

10:10am Rosary Montmorency 

7:30pm Small Church Community Montmorency 

Wednesday 12 

6:30am Meditation Montmorency 

9:30am Liturgy of the Word with Communion Eltham 

10:30am ASRC Food Collection Montmorency 

7:30pm Rosary Eltham 

Thursday 13 

9:30am Liturgy of the Word with Communion Montmorency 

Friday 14 

9:30am Mass Eltham 

6:00pm CLC Yr 12 Graduation & Dinner 

Saturday 15 

12:00pm Baptisms: Douglas & Nathan Montmorency 

6:00pm Mass Montmorency 

Sunday 16 

8:30am Mass Montmorency 

10:00am Mass & First Eucharist Eltham 

12:00pm Baptisms: Louis Eltham 

1:00pm TLC Parish Meeting: Eltham Eltham 

Month OLHC SFX Total 

June $6,530.13 $10,509.05 $17,039.18 

July $6,285.38 $10,092.00 $16,377.38 

August $6,835.24 $9,642.00 $16,477.24 

Stewardship Offering  
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Congratulations to all who celebrate 
their sacraments this weekend: 

Saturday 1 October 

St Francis Xavier, 12:00 pm 
Ari Levi Miers Baptism 
Billie Van Chi Perrett Baptism 
Alivia Jean Rischitelli Baptism 
Audrey Rose Rischitelli Baptism 
Bailey Peter Rubira Baptism 

St Francis Xavier, 6:00pm 
Rory Xavier Oliver First Eucharist 
William McKenzie Stevens First Eucharist 

Sunday 25 September 

Our Lady Help of Christians, 10:00am 
Lucas Pysk First Eucharist 

Our Lady Help of Christians, 12:00pm 
Leo James Knight Baptism 
Henry Jon Brett Martin Baptism 
Zara Mackenzie Scannell Baptism 

Montmorency 

For those whose anniversaries are at this time: 
Peter Brewer, Judy McInerney, Gracie Money 

For those in need of healing, remembering especially: 
Rita Bevanda, Kim Brisbane, Alana Foulds, 

Debbie Edgley (nee Vanderwert), Melanie Lam, Lita Lee, 
Frances McDonald, Andrew Pighin, 

Aguatha Spina, Melina Tenaglia 
 

Eltham 

For the recently deceased: 
Margaret Anna Callahan (nee Brinkkotter) 

Derek Rollins 

For those in need of healing, remembering especially: 
Violetta, Elisabeth Edwards, Jade McAlear, 

Fiona Rogers, Rosemary Scully, Ian Sturman, 
James Sutton, Sarah Thompson 

To include an anniversary please contact Parish Office 
9435 4742 or eltham@cam.org.au. 

Let us pray for all those who have gone 
before us marked with the sign of faith ... 

Roster for THIS WEEKEND: 1/2 Oct 2022  

Armstrong, Miranda E10:00 

Armstrong, Miranda H10:00 

Dopheide, Marlis H10:00 

Heyhoe, Margaret C10:00 

Kenny, Michael W6:00 

Kotz, Sharron E10:00 

Kulkens, Mark W6:00 

McEwen, Christopher R10:00 

McKinley, Michael W8:30 

Ramsdale, John PRYR 

Ramsdale, John W8:30 

Ramsdale, John & Sue ASRC 

Reardon Kathy ASE 

Reardon, Kathy E10:00 

Scully, Greg E10:00 

Scully, Helen ASE 

Roster for NEXT WEEKEND: 8/9 Oct 2022  

Capuana, Marisa PRYR 

Croft, Mike H10:00 

Croft, Pat H10:00 

Donnellan, Denice E10:00 

Dunell, Linda E10:00 

Haines, Geoff C10:00 

Haines, Jan-Marie E10:00 

Hannon, Kevin & Genni ASRC 

Iliffe, Yvonne E10:00 

Leahy, Michelle R10:00 

Maynes, Phil W6:00 

Rodriguez, Carlos W6:00 

Saltalamacchia, Carmel ASE 

Sullivan, Frances W8:30 

Wood, Marie W8:30 

Zavadil Family PRSE 

ASE = Altar  Society @ Eltham;  C10:00 = Commentator  @ 10am Mass 
E10:00 = Euch. Minister  @ 10am Mass;  H10:00 = Hospitality 10am Mass 

PRSE = Pilgr im Rosary Statue @ Eltham; 
W8:30 = Minister  of the Word @ 8:30am Mass; 

W6:00 = Minister  of the Word @ 6pm Mass; 
R10:00 = Reader  @ 10am Mass 

Dunell, Linda ASE 

Dopheide, Marlis E10:00 

Stewart Family PRSE 

Scully, Helen E10:00 



 

4 

◊ Eucharist – a Jesus person 

◊ Participation through technology 

◊ Homilies that are relevant and 
meaningful for today 

◊ Chance to be part of a group – 
friendship/support/Gospel/Liturgy 

◊ Sense of belonging 

◊ Vision for a common good 

◊ Leadership PM;FC;TK;Fr T; Position of 
Pope Francis; basis of SFX Community 

◊ Laity involvement via opportunities 

 

◊ Fabulous people 

◊ Always active 

◊ Sunday Life 

◊ Christmas and Easter Liturgies – we 
shine 

◊ Interest and vitality 

◊ Helping people in need 

◊ Local and world wide vision 

◊ Body of Christ 

 

◊ Community – x6 

◊ Shared faith – x6 

◊ Liturgy - x6 

• Well planned; meaningful; 
celebrating life milestones 

• Participation of congregation; 
planned music for specific occasions 

◊ Community based on outreach;  eg 
Social justice; local needs; outward 
looking rather than inward 
preoccupation  - x6 

◊ Pope Francis and enlightened clergy - 
x6 

◊ Challenging injustice in the world 

 

◊ Music/Liturgies – x6 

◊ Community – x6 

◊ Homilies – x5 

◊ Tolerance/acceptance/inclusiveness – 
x6 

◊ Small church communities – x2 

◊ Uniformity/Universal Church – x6 

◊ Purpose/belonging/mission – x6 

◊ Richness of the faith – x6 

 

◊ School days – wonderful nuns/priests 
– appreciation/love for Mass - x3 

◊ Rich, evocative liturgy – x2 

◊ Faithful and faith-filled community – 
x5 

◊ Strong social action programs – x4 

◊ Love for Eucharist – x2 

◊ 3rd Rite of Reconciliation – x3 

◊ Involvement of girls as altar servers – 
x3 

◊ Ecumenism 

 

◊ Coping with all issues – x1 

◊ Strong sense of community/belonging/
friendship – x4 

◊ Sense of social justice and outreach – 
x3 

◊ Liturgies, esp Easter, funerals, 
Christmas – x3 

◊ Small Church communities – Word – 
x2 

◊ Catholic Education – x2 

◊ Feeling at home in any country/place – 
universality – x2 

◊ Home faith connection 

◊ Comfort in ritual eg funeral – x2 

◊ Social amenities – x2 

 

◊ Feeling of belonging – x6 

◊ Proud of past good works – Hospitals, 
schools, outreach 

Transition Leadership Community responses from the 14th  & 28th August Montmorency & Eltham Meetings
What has been your experience of being Catholic? - THE LIGHT, presented today.  Next week 
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◊ Faith development 

◊ Foundation of life 

◊ Friendship and community – x2 

◊ Unity/sticking together/support 

◊ Small Church communities – x1 

◊ Embraced child safety aspects 

◊ Experience of parish Liturgy – x2 

◊ Comfort in adversity – x3 

 

◊ Sense of guidance for life – through 
homilies – x6 

◊ Sense of belonging – x6 

◊ Sense of social justice – x6 

◊ This parish – welcoming & 
inclusiveness – x6 

◊ Ability to be included in ministry eg 
lectors, special minister, Baptism 
welcome – x6 

◊ Enhancing the liturgy with music 

 

◊ Sense of community & belonging – x7 

◊ Good priests of the journey – x7 

◊ Ecumenical engagement (eg Way of the 
Cross) – x4 

◊ Sacramental life 

◊ Warm, welcoming, comfortable space – 
the church 

◊ Outdoor Christmas Liturgy 

◊ Continuous and ongoing journey of 
faith 

◊ Social outreach programs (St VdeP, 
Social Justice group) 

 

◊ Community – Friendship & Support -  
x6 

◊ Group spirituality – x 6 

◊ Liturgy – the core – x6 

◊ Sacraments during Mass – x6 

◊ Music – x6 

◊ Inspirational clergy/leaders – x6 

◊ Invention of champagne (monks!) 

◊ Acceptance – x 6 

◊ Vatican 11 – x 6 

 

◊ Community – friendship 

◊ Spiritual nourishment 

◊ Good pastoral leadership 

◊ Liturgy – song 

 

◊ Music – Liturgy 

◊ Love of God 

◊ Belonging to a faith community 

◊ Catholic education – schools/
universities 

◊ Sacraments/involvement 

 

◊ Support (Community & Belonging) – 
x6 

◊ Feeling of peace (safe place) – x6 

◊ Sense of purpose/meaning – x6 

◊ Prayer & Sacraments (Spirituality) – x6 

◊ Love of family – Love of God – x6 

◊ Learning about Scripture – x6 

◊ Experience of good clergy & religious – 
x6 

◊ Trust – x6 

 

◊ Strong community 

◊ Faith-filled family 

◊ Outreach programs 

◊ Inspiring faith leaders and people 

◊ Strong relational small groups – 
eg meditation, Gospel, passionist 
family groups etc 

◊ Lessons learned from the Gospel and 
other Catholics 

◊ Liturgies during Christmas 

◊ Influence of the Pope 

Transition Leadership Community responses from the 14th  & 28th August Montmorency & Eltham Meetings 
presented today.  Next week THE DARK, following week OUR DREAMS. 
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SFX School Celebrates 90 years. 
It was so good to see more than 1,000 people at our Fiesta 
Noventa celebration from both the school and Parish. 

Our next & final celebration is our 90th Gala Dinner Dance 
at the Veneto Club Bulleen on Saturday 15th October. 

We have planned a three course dinner and drinks, live 
Melbourne cover band Redline as entertainment, live auctions 
and lots of fun planned as we raise money to upgrade the 
computer equipment at SFX School.  It has been many years 
since we have gathered as a school and Parish community, 
catching up with old friends and celebrating with new ones in a 
dinner dance atmosphere.  Bookings are made by using the QR 
code in the advertisement.  This will be such a memorable 
evening for all our parish to be a part of. 

COMMENT 

If you haven’t read the centre pages of the Bulletin 
25/9/2022 I urge you to do so.  Amazing grace is an 
excerpt taken from The Tablet.  Christopher Jamison, 
abbot president of the English Benedictine Congregation, 
is concerned with what we understand about grace.  His 
latest book: Finding the Language of Grace, I have 
bought, and it will go onto the shelves in time. 

I have chosen a few books about Grace, already in the 
library, to place on the top shelf.  Jamison tells us that 
Christian prayer is an act of love.  He also says that Grace 
is at work in everybody’s life. 

Another comment he made, caught my attention, as he 
believes that Gerard Manley Hopkins is the poet who has 
embraced the language of grace more thoroughly than any 
other poet.  My grandfather was godfather to Hopkins in 
1866 when they both converted to Catholicism in their 
years at Oxford. 

The books on the shelf are:  

Grace Notes… : to use one of Father Michael’s words, a 
beautiful little gem… by Brian Doyle. 

Grace-filled Days by Alice 
Camille, 

Grace, a n excellent r ea d from  
Michael Collins of Tarrawarra, 
Yarra Glen. 

Enjoy reading,  Trish Taylor 

The Marion Month of October 
At Our Lady Help of Christians, Eltham, we will be 
praying the Rosary for October on Wednesday evenings 
from 7:30pm, starting this coming Wednesday 5th.  All 
welcome. 

At St Francis Xavier, Montmorency, each Tuesday in 
the church, a group of us gather to say the Rosary after the 
9:30am Mass, starting at approximately 10:10am.  If you 
have 20 minutes to spare once a week, and feel like joining 
us, you are most welcome.  In reciting the Rosary we keep 
in mind to honour, and be filled with gratitude for the gifts 
Our Lady spreads throughout the world.  Through the 
month of October, we will be praying for peace in the 
world. 

Accept, O Mother of Christ, this cry laden with the 
sufferings of all individual human 
beings, laden with the sufferings of 
whole societies.  Let there be revealed, 
once more, in the history of the world 
your infinite power of merciful Love. 

May it put a stop to evil.  May it 
transform consciences.  May your 
Immaculate Heart reveal for all the Light of Hope. 
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Prayers of the Faithful for 2 October 2022 
Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Leader: Let us turn to the Lord for help, for our God is the rock who saves us. 

As we approach the Feast of St Francis of Assisi on Tuesday, we pray for the welfare of Pope Francis in mind, spirit 
and body, as he leads the Church and spreads the gospel message. 
 Let us pray to the Lord.  Lord, hear our prayer. 

We pray for the leaders and the people of Australia, that we can explore ways that can unite and support each other, 
rather than those that divide us. Let us pray to the Lord. Lord, hear our prayer. 

On today’s International Day of Non-Violence, we pray for a peaceful resolution for those affected by the war in 
Ukraine;  the women oppressed in Iran;  and girls and women in Afghanistan deprived of educational opportunities. 
 Let us pray to the Lord. Lord, hear our prayer. 

We pray for all students and school staff who are returning for Term 4, but especially the VCE students who are 
approaching exams.  We pray that they approach their studies in a positive and confident manner and that they 
achieve the results that reflect their efforts. Let us pray to the Lord. Lord, hear our prayer. 

We pray for all emergency and essential service workers who help to maintain and protect our community, often at 
great cost to themselves.  We acknowledge that we appreciate their generosity and dedication. 
 Let us pray to the Lord. Lord, hear our prayer. 

We pray for all of those who are listed on the sick list in the Parish Bulletin and for all others who are suffering in 
mind, body or spirit.  We pray they will experience the healing touch of Christ. 
 Let us pray to the Lord.  Lord, hear our prayer. 

We pray for those who have died recently, including Margaret Anna Callahan & Derek Rollins.  We also remember 
Peter Brewer, Judy McInerney & Gracie Money whose anniversaries occur at this time.  May they rest in the peace 
and love of Christ. Let us pray to the Lord. Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader: Faithful God, you hear the prayers of those whose faith is but the size of a mustard seed.  Help us to 
recognise that we are called to be your servants and strengthen our desire to serve you unconditionally.  We ask this 
through Christ our Lord. 

All: Amen 

In the month of October we have so many 
people and issues to pray for:  climate change 
and world peace are the top two. 

Those two are highlighted by 
events around the world 
including: 

• the devastating 
hurricanes that have 
hit Cuba and 
America with up 
to 241 km/hr 
winds; 

• heavy rains in 
Pakistan and also 
in Australia, 
especially the east 
coast of Australia, 
again devastating parts 
of Queensland and New 
South Wales; 

• the upscaling of the war in Ukraine is 
seeing a rise in petrol prices and impacting 

on the cost of food as well as the stress on 
economies around the world are obvious; 

• there’s our own local issues with 
cyber security and 

telecommunication issues 
affecting our personal 

information; 

• there’s the 
continuing rise of 
mental health issues 
because of the effects 
of long-covid; 

• and all the normal 
stuff of life which 

each family have to 
endure. 

 

So during this month of 
October we have special prayers 

and commit them to our Mother 
Mary, in this Marion Month. 
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Image: https://floodlist.com/australia/floods-new-south-wales-
september-2022 

Image: https://www.9news.com.au/national/weather-australia-
2022-wild-weather-extremes-in-pictures-bushfires-floods-snow-
storms/84f1601e-2854-4dc2-a3a9-ddf04a8b6452#4 

Image: https://www.nytimes.com/
article/russia-invades-ukraine-photos.html 

Image: https://www.livemint.com/photos/in-pics-nationwide-
anti-hijab-protest-in-iran-11663915160536-10.html 

Image: https://abcnews.go.com/US/live-
updates/hurricane-ian/?id=90445860 

Image: https://
www.smartcompany.com.au/industries/
information-technology/optus-data-hack-
government-cyber-security-reform/ 

Snapshots from around the world: 
Australia...  America...  Ukraine...  Iran... 

Fuel & Food prices soar... 
Images: https://
www.abc.net.au/news/2022-
05-17/food-inflation-hits-
decade-high-amid-war-weather-
and-pandemic/101034790 


